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Twenty Fourth Sunday YC. Sept. 11th, 2022. The Prodigal Christians 

The story of the prodigal son is not an alien one to us here, it has been a beautiful story in the 

gospel of Luke that often draw our attention to our imperfect nature and spur us to see God as a 

father of common people. 

Let us understand the concept, “prodigal” before we go into the analysis. The word prodigal, from 

the Greek, asotos doesn't mean “wayward”; it means “wastefully extravagant.” We have seen in 

the prodigal son one who was given an opportunity, he does not merit the gift of his father, yet the 

father offers him what he asked for due to the love he has for his children. We see in him one who 

was eager to have everything even when it was not time. We see in him one who likes to satisfy 

his willful desires. We can say that the prodigal son is one who was given ample opportunity for 

the good of others and the glorification of God, but he failed to utilize it. That is why the Greek 

transliteration “ asotos” is used, to denotes wasteful extravagant. Like the younger son, we spent 

most of our time in wasteful extravagant; only for ourselves rather than for the common good. 

Like the prodigal son, we often come to God to ask for our personal needs and God in his 

generosity always grants us what we ask even when we do not merit the gifts: for instance, he 

grants us health, good air to breathe, beautiful climates, bountiful harvest, Children and relatives, 

opportunities to see and enjoy social amenities and natural resources. etc. we are all guilty of not 

preserving, conserving and appropriating all these gifts like the prodigal son, instead, we disappear 

from the presence of God who gave us all this gifts. 

Let us look at the attitude of all the three characters in the gospel of today and see how we relate 

with one or fail to associate with any: 

The characters are, Father who is our God, the eldest son and the younger one. 

Father: the father is loving, and caring, compassionate and indiscriminate. The psalmist 

proclaimed him as one who does not mark our guilt. 130:3-4. Even though we failed, he never 

stopped loving us, that is why he searches for us in the Sacraments which he freely gives to the 

church, so that if anyone who comes knocking, he would open his door. How often do we come to 

knock at his door, most especially in the Sacrament of confession? To those who realizes their 

mistake and turn to him like the prodigal son, he didn’t only forgive but he offers new life, which 

was expressed in the finest robe, ring and sandal, a sign of glorious honor. 

Elder: I am tempted to say that we resemble the elder son not the prodigal son. We comment the 

effort of the elderly son, for not hasting to ask for a share from their father’s property, and even 

for taking care of the household, it is a good thing but all the good was shattered because of his 

interior motive. Sometimes we are boastful or proud of the good things we do without referring to 

God that gives us the ability. Saint Paul says in his first letter to Corinthians “brothers and sisters: 

If I preach the Gospel, this is no reason for me to boast, for an obligation that has been imposed 

on me, and woe to me if I do not preach it!” (9:16). There is no need for the elder son to make a 

show of his responsibility. We sometimes behave like the Pharisee who proclaim himself as 

righteous, in the gospel of Luke 18:9-14. Since we see ourselves as worthy Christian, there is no 

need for us to ask for God’s mercy, there is no need for us to return home like the prodigal son, 
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who rehearse what to say to his father; hear what he said, I shall get up and go to my father and I 

shall say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be 

called your son”. This is a pick of humility! 

The elder son became angry and jealous as the father received his younger brother who squander 

his property with the prostitutes. If we are proud of our good works before people, and no one 

applauds our efforts, the next thing that happens is to be angry with everyone, and that will be the 

beginning of our frustration in life.  

Prodigal son: we will not say much about this son, the gospel has already spoken more of him. 

Though a reckless son, but didn’t continue to dwell on his mistake rather, he made a total turned 

around. I see in him a humble son who quickly realized his mistake and come to ask for mercy. 

How often do you and I humble ourselves realize our mistakes and return to the father and say we 

are sorry? At the end of the whole story, we can see the joy that comes from the younger son, he 

was celebrated by his father and all the servants. That is what happens to each one of us anytime 

we reconcile ourselves with God. He will be happy with us, and the angels and Saint will be 

rejoicing, like the man with hundreds of sheep and the women with ten coins in the gospel who 

invited neighbors to rejoice with them because they found what had been lost. 

The lesson for us, we who have sinned, and failed is to arise like the prodigal son, not to say I will 

arise and still be waiting until Christmas and Easter confession but let our decision toward 

reconciliation be a quick and sincere one. Delay may be dangerous. 

May God who reconciles the world to himself through Jesus Christ, remember the promised made 

to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob to save all sinners. Through Christ our Lord Amen. 


